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no can*? for surprise, for Frances Marks had herself been one of

twenty-four children.

Daniel Davis and his family had also a contribution to make to
the history of longevity, for he was well over ninety at the date
of his death, a performance which was put into the shade by at
least one of his sisters, Anne, wife of Samuel Cohen, who lived on
until 1912, dying at the age of one hundred and three in full
possession of all her faculties and without ever having condes-
cended to the aid of spectacles.

That he handed on to his own daughters the long life of his
generation is shown by the fact that Sarah lived to be eighty-eight
and others to be ninety-five and eighty-seven, while one of them,
aged ninety-six, died only in 1940.

Nor was longevity the only attribute that he transmitted to
his family. He was a man of remarkable good looks of a strikingly
un-Jewish type ; tall, with keen hazel eyes, a short straight nose
and carefully trimmed beard, he would not have looked out of
place in Elizabethan doublet and hose. Though his education had
been of the slightest, he contrived to display with increasing
emphasis as the years went on a noticeable air of distinction.
His wife was also of handsome appearance and the couple were
thus enabled at least to bestow upon their daughters a dowry of
personal beauty, even if they had little else to give them.

Throughout all the intervening years Joseph Isaacs had been
at pains never to lose sight of his dancing-class first lovej he re-
mained fixed in his resolve to marry her as soon as circumstances
would permit, and in 1855, when he was a young man of twenty-
three in his father's business and she a girl of twenty in her father's
shop, the marriage took place which was to endure for fifty-two
years of frequent vicissitude but steady devotion. In 1856 the
first of their nine children was born. Others followed in 1858
and 1859, and on October 10, 1860, there was born at 5, Bury
Street, St. Mary Axe, within easy sound of Bow Bells, the fourth
child and second boy, who duly received the names of Rufus
Daniel, Daniel after his grandfather Davis, Rufus after the eldest
of his mother's six brothers.

How the name of Rufus came into the Davis family is still
a matter of controversy, the one school asserting that Rufus
Davis was formally given this unlikely name, though he failed
to live up to it by having jet-black hair, the other contending
that his real name was Abraham, that when he was later found
to have red hair he was nicknamed Rufus, and that he so greatly
prciSrred his more original name that he adopted it for regular
use, signing himself thenceforward "Rufus A. Davis." It is